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Message from the President

It gives me great pleasure to continue as President of the Maine
Community Development Association (MCDA). | have received a lot
of support from around the State especially from the members of the
Executive Committee and the staff at the Department of Economic
and Community Development. There has been excellent
participation in the teleconference meetings held throughout the
year.

MCDA'’s adopted purpose is “ To provide forums to increase
awareness and foster communication relating to community
development issues and concerns, and to provide education and
training through workshops”. This year MCDA has partnered with
the Maine Planner’s Association (MAP) to deliver a workshop on
Maine’s Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credits and in the recent past
MCDA hosted a workshop on the “Preserve America Program” with
the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).

This year | was fortunate to be able to represent MCDA on the
Riverfront Community Development Bond Program Review Panel
(RCDB) as an appointee with expertise in economic and community
development. The panel was established to evaluate proposals and
determine funding under the program that will help to fund projects
to revitalize community’s riverfronts in an environmentally
sustainable manner and to promote river-oriented community
development projects.

Let me close by encouraging everyone to participate in all
MCDA scheduled meetings and forums as this organization tries to
develop programs to meet the purpose that MCDA was established.
Also, | want to congratulate all those successful programs around
the State of Maine that have been able find funding for their
projects. Hopefully, MCDA will continue as a professional
organization promoting economic and community development in
Maine.

Tony Levesque, MCDA President
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Finance

Financial Report

October, 2007 to August, 2008

MAINE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION
Balance Sheet
August 31, 2008

ASSETS

Current Assets
Checking Account $9,520
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS $9,520

LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCE
Fund Balances

Unrestricted Fund Balance $9,520
Total Fund Balances $9,520
TOTAL LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCE $9,520

STATEMENT OF REVENUES AND EXPENSES
For the Eight Months Ending August 31, 2008

PRIOR YEAR ACTUAL |

% OF BUDGET $
BUDGET ACTUA  Y-T-D BUDGET UNREALIZED/  MONTH Y-T-D
L REALIZED/  UNEXPENDED
MONTH EXPENDED

REVENUES
40101 INTEREST INCOME 40 8 42 105% @) 4 46
40201 MEMBER DUES 2,500 0 4,400 176% (1,900) 0 900
40701 SEMINARS 0 0 0 0% 0 0 1,000
40702 OTHER TRAINING 0 0 6,200 0% (6,200) 0 0

TOTAL REVENUES 2,540 8 10,642 419% (8,102) 4 1,946

EXPENDITURES
50201 POSTAGE 70 10 80 114% (10) 11 63
50203 PHOTOCOPIES 55 1 12 22% 43 2 10
50204  SUPPLIES 15 0 4 27% 11 0 5
50237  BANK SERVICES 0 0 0 0% 0 0 @
50291  GENERAL MISCELLANEOUS 1,105 332 1,142 103% (37) 1,000 1,339
50292 SEMINARS 0 0 4,573 0% (4,573) 526 3,446
50411  CONTRACT SERVICES-MMA 1,295 138 1,104 85% 191 133 938
50502  COSCDA CONVENTION 0 0 (5,000 0% 5,000 620 620

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 2,540 481 1,915 75% 625 2,292 6,414

NET INCOME(LOSS) 0 @473) 8,727 0% (8,727)  (2,288)  (4,468)
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While the CDBG Program has many success stories since its inception in 1974, the continued decline in funding from the
U.S. Housing and Urban Development has critically hindered the progress established in many Maine communities. In
1982, administration of the CDBG program was turned over to the State. Since 1982, the Maine Department of
Economic and Community Development distributed over $314 million in federal funding to Maine communities, providing
key support for infrastructure improvements, new fire stations, community centers, housing rehabilitation,
homeownership, job development, job preservation, job training, downtown revitalization, health centers, child care,
natural disasters relief and much more. MCDA has been involved in keeping communities informed of the proposed
CDBG budget cuts, even the proposed elimination of the program in 2006. The following chart provides a look at how
the $314 million was spent from 1982 to 2004:

Funding Allocation By County O Androscoggin @ Aroostook
O Cumberland O Franklin
B Hancock O Kennebec
B Knox Olincoln
W Oxford @ Penobscot
O Piscataquis O Sagadahoc
B Somerset B Wwaldo

6% 19 4%

B Washington B York

Funding allocations for the 2003 CDBG program was $16,968,000 and has since decreased to its current budget amount
of $9,898,878. The 2007 CDBG Program was $10,475,706 down approximately 28% over the 2006 CDBG budget. An
increase in the 2008 budget to $13,082,613 was significant; however, the more than 24% decrease in this year’'s budget
is distressing to many of Maine’s communities.

The 2009 CDBG Program budget of $9,898,878 will be distributed as follows:

Administration $297,976
Technical Assistance Administration $98,988
Regional Council Technical Assistance $140,000 10. Economic Development Program
Special Projects Matching Fund $ 48,914 Business Assistance Grants $1,800,000
Development Fund Loans
Community Enterprise Grants $750,000
1. Housing Assistance Grants $1,000,000 SBDC Technical Assistance $200,000
2. Home Repair Network Program $1,051,500
3. Critical Access Ramp Program $251,500 Non-Profit Development Grants
4. Public Infrastructure Grants $2,200,000 Interim Financing Program
5. Public Facilities Grants $1,100,000 Section 108 Loan Program
6. Public Service Grants $160,000
7. Downtown Revitalization Grants $500,000 11. Community Planning $70,000
8. Maine Downtown Center $150,000
9. Urgent Need Grants $80,000
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At the joint OCD/MCDA Meeting held in April, 2008, MCDA had an opportunity to offer input into the method of distribution

and budget amounts for the Proposed 2009 CDBG program.

following concerns:

A letter from MCDA to the DECD-OCD outlined the

1) If the 2009 CDBG budget allotment is to decrease based on the federal budget, then each program within the
CDBG program should be cut across the board, but on the other hand, should the budget increase, additional
funds should be allocated to the housing assistance program first, then public facilities and public infrastructure;

2) Economic development programs have become too political;

3) MCDA opposes set-asides;

4) A letter to the Governor and Commissioner stating support for OCD staff; and
5) MCDA wishes to recognize out-going Program Director, Orman Whitcomb, for his many years at OCD.

As a reminder to our MCDA members, please visit the Office of Community Development website at www.meocd.org for
details on the 2009 CDBG program. All applications and Letters of Intent must be received at the physical location of

OCD by 4:00 p.m. est on the dates listed below:

Program Letter of Intent
Public Facilities

Public Infrastructure
Economic Development (Rd 1)
Economic Development (Rd 2) April 3, 2009
Economic Development (Rd 3) June 12, 2009
Development Fund Loan N/A

Downtown Revitalization January 9, 2009
Community Enterprise January 9, 2009
Housing Assistance January 23, 2009
Public Service February 6, 2009

January 9, 2009

Non-Profit Development N/A
Community Planning N/A
Urgent Need N/A
Interim Financing N/A
Special Projects Matching Fund N/A.

December 5, 2008
December 5, 2008

Application Due Date
January 23, 2009

January 23, 2009

March 6, 2009

June 5, 2009

August 14, 2009

First Friday of Each Month
February 20, 2009
February 20, 2009

March 3, 2009

April 3, 2009

February 20, 2009

April 21, 2009

Beginning on March 13, 2009
Open — By Invitation Only
Open — By Invitation Only

COSCDA (Council of State Community Development Agencies)

COSCDA is the premier national association advocating and enhancing the leadership role of states in community
development through innovative policy development and implementation, customer-driven technical assistance,

education and collaborative efforts.
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to represent the organization at the annual conference of COSCDA. This allows States to share information on
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Riverfront Community Development Program
“‘Healthy Rivers Equal Healthy Communities”

The Riverfront Community Development Bond Program, established under 5
MRSA 813083-T is established within the Department of Economic and
| Community Development (DECD) to assist and encourage communities along
| the State's rivers to revitalize their riverfronts in an environmentally sustainable
manner and to promote river-oriented community development and enhancement
projects. The DECD shall administer the program in conjunction with the Maine
Municipal Bond Bank (MMBB) to provide funding for the rehabilitation,
revitalization and enhancement of riverfront communities and river ecosystems in
the State.

The Riverfront Community Development Review Panel, established to evaluate proposals and determine funding under the
program. The Panel will consist of:

a. The Commissioner of Economic and Community Development or designee;

b. The Commissioner of Conservation or designee;

c. The Director of the State Planning Office within the Executive Department or designee; and

d. Four members of the public, one with expertise in economic and community development, one with expertise in
environmental conservation, one with expertise in tourism and ecotourism development and promotion and one with
expertise in park and trail design and development. Two of these members are appointed by the President of the Senate
and two by the Speaker of the House.

AMERICA

Explore and Enjoy Our Heritage - .‘l:"f-i"_:; AR, B AT e
4EA -AETA #1171 O01TEOU $AOGAT T PI AT O 1 OOT AEAOET 180 *0
in Fort Fairfield. Guest Speaker was Diana Huot, HUD Operations Specialist, who presented teedpve
America Initiative. Communities may participate in this initiative in order to protect and celebrate its
history. The benefits of a community, neighborhood, or tribe being designated as a Preserve America
Community are eligibility for Preserve Anerica grants, certificate of recognition, and official notification of
designation to State tourism offices and visitor bureaus. The designation allows participants to use its

historic assets for economic development and community revitalization. It alsencourages people to
experience and appreciate local historic resources through education and heritage tourism.

Applicants interested in this initiative must apply for designation at specified due dates, which are
December 1, March 1, June 1, and Septemlde Orce a designation has been received, the designee may
apply for Preserve America funds that range between $20,000 and $250,000. The FYO08 budget was
established at nearly $7.5 million; however, the FY09 budget has not yet been determined.  Appiaa
due dates for funding are Round One: December 12 and Round Two: June 30.

The FYO08 First Round Awards were made to the following:

V CT: Wethersfield V NH: N/A
V MA: N/A V RI: East Providence
V ME: Portland and Saco V VT: N/A

For more information, log on to www.preserveamerica.gov



http://www.preserveamerica.gov/
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Northern Border Regional Commission

Congressman Michael Michaud cosponsored a bill to establish the Northern Border Regional

Commission under the Regional Economic and Infrastructure Development Ac t of 2007. On June 18,
2008 the House voted to override the Presidentds seco
This bill will invest $30 million per year in federal resources in economic development and job creation

projects in the most econo  mically distressed area of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont and New York.

The bill wildl become | aw once both chambers override tH

The Need Counties along the northern border from Maine through New York have a greater
percentage of populati  on living in poverty. Median household income is more than $6,500 below the

national average and unemployment through layoffs is persistent. The population has only grown by

0.6% between 1990 and 2000 while the U.S. population overall rose by 13.25% show ing significant
out - migration and loss of young people.

Purpose The Northern Border Regional Commission (NBRC) would invest in projects that benefit the
economy of the region, especially in economically distressed communities. It would create and
implemen t regional economic development plans to reduce poverty and improve the quality of life.
Infrastructure, telecommunications, health care, transportation, and business development are among
the areas that the NBRC would focus on.

Administration The commis sion is comprised of the four governors or their designees of the four

state region, plus a federal Co -Chair. No project could be undertaken that is not in a state plan and

states maintain control over deciding what can be undertaken within their borders. The affirmative
vote of the Co -Chair plus a majority of the governors is needed for any decision i this ensures federal
oversight and regional consensus. At the same time, project development comes from local economic
development districts, so local pla nning and on -the -ground experts are involved in shaping the focus of
the commi ssionds efforts.

Authorization of Appropriations The commission is authorized at $30 million for each of fiscal years
2008 through 2012.

Northern Border Regional Commission Count ies

& Maine: Androscoggin, Aroostook, Franklin, Hancock, Ken nebec, Knox, Oxford,
Penobscot, Piscataquis, Somerset, Waldo and Washington

& New Hampshire: Carroll, Coos, Grafton, and Sullivan
& Vermont: Caledonia, Essex, Franklin, Grand Isle, Lamoille, and Orlea ns
& New York: Cayuga, Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Herkimer, Jefferson,

Lewis, Madison, Oneida, Oswego, Seneca, and St. Lawrence.
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To provide forums to increase awareness and foster
communication relating to community development issues and
concerns, and to provide education and training through
workshops.

MCDA Meetings

The Annual Meeting of the Association takes place at the Annual
Convention of the Maine Municipal Association. Four (4) regular
meetings for the General Membership and the Executive
Committee are held annually throughout the State of Maine. The
Executive Committee meetings are called by the President or
majority of officers on an as-needed basis.

All Meetings are open to MCDA Members!

MCDA Newsletters

Quarterly newsletters highlighting community and economic
development articles of special interest throughout the State of
Maine are made available to the general membership.

Benefits to Becoming a Member. . ..

[}

1 MCDA Funding Directory

1 Training and Workshops

1 Legislative Advocacy

1 Affiliation with Other Agencies and Organizations

9 Links to Funding and Business Agencies

1 a/5! Q& FoAfAle G2 ySits2N)
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Any person, municipality, or firm employed by or intereste

in economic and/or community development.
Thecomposh A2y 2F al/ 5! Qa
membership offers new members an extensive knowledge
base of community and economic development programs and
available financial resources. The tenure and experience of
this Association can provide new members with a multiple
resource base on a variety of proposed projects in your
community. | am/am not interested in serving on one of the
following committees:

Advocacy

Communications

Finance

Professional Development
Membership
Officer/Executive Committee

< <K<K<LK<LKKL
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Membership

NETWORKING

What is a Networking List?
It is an e-mail networking list that permits you to:

1 Network with colleagues

1 Quickly resolve problems and seek solutions

1 Seek advice or answers and get responses quickly
Actively participate in discussions or simply monitor
news or developments

1 Stay involved with the organization

How does it work?

Think of it as a bulk mailing system. You send out a
message for your colleagues to read and/or respond to.
All messages to the list are received by everyone on the
list. Messages are posted in response to yours, and
everyone on the list gets to see the answers.
Participation is limited to current MCDA members.
Messages to the group can only be sent or received at
your subscribed e-mail address. Once you are
subscribed to the list, to send a message to the listserv,
simply send an e-malil to: MCDA-
Networking@imail.memun.org.

How do | sign up?

The MCDA list is managed by the Resource Center at
MMA. If you would like to subscribe or unsubscribe from
the list, contact the Resource Center. The Resource
Center updates the list as members join the organization
or change jobs or change their e-mail address.
Members should contact the
ResourceCenter@memun.org or 1-800-452-8786 if
changes need to be made to your list information or if
you are having problems using the list.

Suggested Guidelines:

When posting messages to the list, keep in mind the

following general guidelines:
I Messages should be consistent with the
purposes of MCDA and its members

1 Always remember that your responses to
guestions or inquiries are to everyone on the list.

1 Respond to the individual sender, not the list if
the message is not for everyone. Thank you’s
should not be on the list, for example.

i1 If replying to the list, please cut the earlier trailing
messages before hitting send to reduce the size
of the message.



mailto:MCDA-Networking@imail.memun.org
mailto:MCDA-Networking@imail.memun.org
mailto:ResourceCenter@memun.org

Page 8 of 11

John Richardson, commissioner of the Department of Economic and
Community Development (DECD) presented four Governor's awards at
the Commun ity Development Block Grant's (CDBG) annual Appreciation
Day and 26th anniversary celebration. The event recognized the efforts

of local leaders and officials to foster community and economic
development throughout the state.

The Award for the CDBG Proje  ct of the Year was presented to Alpha

One and the Town of Fort Fairfield for the Critical Access Ramp Program

for outstanding achievement in using $240,000 in CDBG funds to

develop and implement a program to provide portable ramps for low -

Pictured are Brad Strause of . . . . .
Alpha-One, his dog Sam, income handicappe d Maine residents to access their homes and

Commissioner Richardson, and

Tony Levesque of Fort Faiffield,  INCréase the quality of life for themselves and their families.

The CDBG Administrator of the Year Award was presented to Rodney Lynch, Rockland's
Community Development Director, in recognition of his on -going dedication to excellence and
professionalism in administering several CDBG projects including Housing Assistance, Public

Infrastructure, Public Facilities, Community Enterprise, Business Assistance and the Home
Repair Network.

The Community Spirit Award was presented to the
Pittsfield Public Library Capital Campaign and Building
Committee. These two committees have shown

outstanding dedication, volunteerism and endless fund -
raising efforts on behalf of the Pittsfield Public Library and
have spearheaded gr ass-roots efforts to restore and
expand the historic Carnegie Library.

_— The unique Lifetime Achievement Award was presented to
Orman Whitcomb, former director of the Office of Community
Development, in recognition of his many years of dedicated
service to the Department of Economic & Community
Development, the CDBG program and Maine communities, as
well as providing exemplary leadership to the Office of
Community Development.

PROGRAM

elopment Horizon™

Commissioner Richardson stressed the importance of this
work, stating, "Commun ity development efforts like those that the CDBG program helps to
fund are crucial to economic development. Strong communities provide the foundation we
need for a strong economy. This program has contributed to revitalizing our communities in
many ways an d | am honored to be a part of the anniversary of CDBG."

Representatives of Tom Allen, Susan Collins and Olympia Snowe attended the event as well as
Congressman Mike Michaud and expressed appreciation for the efforts of those present in
promoting developm ent in their communities.



Page 9 of 11

MCDA PAST PRESIDENTS

Tony Levesque 2008 -
Chris Spruce 2007

Isaac Wagner 2006
Matthew Eddy 2004 -2005
Peter Lyford 2002-2003
Al Smith 2000-2001
Tony Levesque 1998-1999
Scott Pierz 1996-1997
Perley Beane 1994 -1995
Orman Whitcomb 1992-1993
Debbie Wyman

Nancy Gervais

Dan Feeney

Arthur Faucher
Terry McCabe
Charles Upton
Rick Michaud
Laurie Windsor
Others unknown

If anyone has further information regarding dates served or names that may have been omitted from this list, please contact
Joella R. Theriault at  jtheriault@nmdc.org

RESOURCES AND LINKS

Economic and Community Development Resources

Federal State
U.S. Department of Housing and Maine Department of Economic and

Urban Development Community Development
www.hud.gov www.meocd.org
USDA Rural Development USDA Rural Development in Maine
www.rurdev.usda.gov www.rurdev.usda.gov/me
U.S. Small Business Administration Small Business Development Centers
www.sbaonline.sba.gov www.mainesbdc.org

ALPHA ONE

www.alphaone.now.com

Maine State Housing Authority
www.mainehousing.org

Coastal Enterprises, Inc.
www.ceimaine.org

Finance Authority of Maine
www.famemaine.com



mailto:jtheriault@nmdc.org
http://www.hud.gov/
http://www.meocd.org/
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/me
http://www.sbaonline.sba.gov/
http://www.mainesbdc.org/
http://www.alphaone.now.com/
http://www.mainehousing.org/
http://www.ceimaine.org/
http://www.famemaine.com/
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2008 MMA Convention
Augusta Civic Center
Augusta, Maine
Maine Community DevelopmentAs soci ati onds Agenda
(co-sponsored by Maine Association of Planners)

Thursday, October 9, 2008
8:3071 9:45a.m. The Maine Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit: Legal Aspects
Amy Cole Ives, Architectural Preservation Consultant, Sutherland

Consulting John Kaminski, Attorney, Drummond Woodsum
9:457 10:15a.m. BREAK
10:157 11:30 a.m. The Maine Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit: Implementation
Les Stevens, Director of Economic Affairs, Town of Sanford
Speaker (developer) TBA
11:30 a.m. 7 12:00 p.m. MCDA Business Meeting
12:007 1:00 p.m. Net working Luncheon (see fiGeneral
12:457 1:30 p.m. Dessert Social / Door Prizes (in Exhibit Hall)
Historic buildings are tangible links with the past. They help give a community a sense of identity. The

federal government provides a tax incentive to support the rehabilitation of historic and older buildings. The
preservation tax incentives reward private investment in rehabilitating historic properties.

Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credi t

Current tax incentives for preservation, established by the Tax Reform Act of 1986 (PL 99 -514 Internal Revenue Code
Section 47) include:

T A 20% tax credit for the certified rehabilitation of certified historic structures
T A 10% tax credit for the rehabil itation of non -historic, non -residential buildings built before 1936.

State Rehabilitation Tax Credit

In his supplemental budget that was signed into law on March 31, 2008, Governor Baldacci incorporated the provisions

of LD 262, An Act to Amend the Credi t for Rehabilitation of Historic Properties. This bill fundamentally changes the

existing state tax credit. Among the changes is the creation of a small projects provision for taxpayers who do not claim

the federal tax credit but who could claim the state credit, and the inclusion of an added incentive for the creation of

affordable housing. The law will go into effect on July 1, 2008, although the tax credit is allowable for certified qualified

rehabilitation expenditures incurred after January 1, 2008. Th e full text of the amendments can be found in Part WW of
the supplemental budget

The Maine Historic Preservation Commission will admi nister the program in consultation with the Department of

Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services. The Commission is engaged in the process of

drafting rules and application procedures for the program. Please check the website for updates on the rulemaking

process. If you have any questions, please contact Kirk Mohney at (207) 287 -3811 or Mike Johnson at (207) 287 -2949.


http://janus.state.me.us/legis/LawMakerWeb/externalsiteframe.asp?ID=280028565&LD=2289&Type=1&SessionID=7
http://janus.state.me.us/legis/LawMakerWeb/externalsiteframe.asp?ID=280028565&LD=2289&Type=1&SessionID=7
http://janus.state.me.us/legis/LawMakerWeb/externalsiteframe.asp?ID=280028565&LD=2289&Type=1&SessionID=7
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MCDA Subcommittee
Members:

Advocacy
Al Smith (Chair)

Tony Levesque
Ron Harriman
Don Keiser

Communications
Mary Walton (Chair)
Mike Baran
Don Keiser
Joella R. Theriault

Finance
Ron Harriman (Chair)
Executive Committee

Professional Development
Jim Gulnac (Chair)
Joella R. Theriault
Cyndy Carney

Membership
Steve Dyer (Chair)
Al Smith
Jim Gulnac

Nomination
Al Smith (Chair)
Wade Hanson
Steve Dyer

2007-2008 MCDA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

President:

Vice President:

Treasurer:

Secretary:

Past President:

Mary Walton, City of Caribou

25 High Street

Caribou, ME 04736

(207) 493-3324

Term Expires: October, 2009

Don Keiser, Town of Houlton

21 Water Street
Houlton, ME 04730

(207) 532-7111
Term Expires: October, 2008

Tony Levesque

Town of Fort Fairfield
P.O. Box 350

Fort Fairfield, ME 04742

(207) 472-3800
Term Expires: October, 2009

James Gulnac
Town of Sanford
919 Main Street
Sanford, ME 04073

(207) 324-9150
Term Expires: October, 2009

Ron Harriman

Ron Harriman Associates
31 Central Street, Suite 208
Bangor, ME 04401

1-800-648-8335
Term Expires: October, 2009

Joella R. Theriault

Northern Maine Development Commission
11 West Main Street, Suite 104

Fort Kent, ME 04743

(207) 834-5298
Term Expires: October, 2009

Christopher Spruce
Island Housing Trust
P.O. Box 851

Mount Desert, ME 04660

(207) 288-4496
Term Expires: October, 2009

BOARD MEMBERS

Rodney Lynch, City of Rockland
270 Pleasant Street

Rockland, ME 04841

(207) 594-0306

Term Expires: October, 2009

Steve Dyer

Ransom Environmental Consult.
400 Commercial Street, Suite 404
Portland, ME 04102

(207) 772-2891

Term Expires: October, 2008



http://www.mainecda.org/




